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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:- 



1 . 



method of managing defects on an optical disk used 



for recsording data, comprising the steps of 

determining a criteria for detecting said defects 
accordingNto the type of data for which defects are to be 
detected ; ami 

detect inX said defects using said criteria when data is 
recorded on or rSeproduced from said disk. 

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein said step of 
detecting said defects are performed with regard to data 
recorded on the disk. \ 

3. The method according^ tof^ 2, wherein said step of 
detecting said defects is t wrf cir med when the data is 
reproduced for the purpose j^of verification of data having 
been recorded. VJL- -V"^^ 

4. The method according to clXim 1, further comprising the 
steps of using non-defective areass of the optical disk in 
place of defective areas of the optical disk. 

5. The method according to claim l\ wherein said step of 
determining a criteria includes: \ 

providing a plurality of cr iter ia ;\and 

selecting one of said plurality of criteria according , 
to the type of data for which defects areVo be detected. 

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein^ said plurality 
of criteria include at least a first criteriaXand a second 
criteria, said second criteria being less stric\ than said 
first criteria, said step of selecting compr ises \select ing 
said first criteria when the data for which defectNe are to 
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be \ietected is one for which time restriction or 
reproduction with regard to data recording is less strict, 
and selecting said second criteria when the data for which 
defectsv are to be detected is one for which time restriction 
with regard to data recording or reproduction is more 
strict , 

7. The me^od according to claim 2, further comprising the 
step of sendi\ff control information for specifying said 
criteria, from^eans for processing data to be recorded, to 
means for recordisng said data. 

8. The method accosrdin^^ to hlaim 7, wherein data is 
recorded in units of ivepc^dlng, said step of sending control 
information sends the c^n\2J&^r-S>q^f ormat ion for each each unit 
of recording, 

9. The method according t^Nc^im 7, wherein said control 
information specifying t±i^_,je'f^i\e r i a is for selecting one of 
a plurality of criteria, 

10. The method according to claim X, wherein data is 
recorded in units of recording, and saJ-d method further 
comprises the step of recording controA information 
representing the criteria for each unit of recording, on the 
optical disk, in association with said eac\ unit of 
recording . 

11. A disk device for accessing data on an op\ical disk, 
comprising: 

means for determining a criteria for detecting said 
defects according to the type of data for which de\ects are 
to be recorded; and 

means for detecting said defects using said criteria 
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when data is recorded on or reproduced from said disk. 

12. Tshe device according* to claim 11, wherein said 
detectrtag means detects said defects with regard to data 
recordedNpn the disk. 

13. The deVice according to claim 11, further comprising 
means for managing defects on the optical disk by using non- 
defective areVs of the optical disk in place of defective 
areas . \ 

14. The device aW;ording to claim 11, wherein said 
determining means oompnises'y 

means for stori\/ a plurality of criteria; and 

means for selectmg 0^e^f said plurality of criteria 

according to the type oiS^/^ata /for which defects are to be 

detected. \ \ / 

15. The device according to\claim 14, wherein said 
plurality of criteria include ^at least a first criteria, and 
a second criteria, said second Vrlteria being less strict 
than said first criteria, said selecting means selects said 
first criteria when the data for wfilch defects are to be 
detected is one for which time restriction with regard to 
data recording or reproduction is less\ strict, and selects 
said second criteria when the data for \^iich defects are to 
be recorded is one for which time restricXion with regard to 
data recording or reproduction is more strrct. 

16. The device according to claim 12. said detsermining 
means determines the criteria according a cont ro\ s ignal 
supplied from outside of the device. \ 

17. The device according to claim 12, further compris\ng 
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mear^s for recording- data, In units of recording, on the 
disk , \^ 

whe\ein 

said ^determining means determines the criteria for each 
of said unit^ of recording, and 

said reco^ing means also records criteria control 
information controlling the criteria for each unit of 
recording, in assocsj^t ixJrT^i th said each unit of recording. 

18. An optical disk\fD^^ data, comprising an area 
storing criteria contrJ[z\n format ion specifying criteria to 
be used for detecting dWecsts jfor data recorded on or 
reproduced from the disk. \/ 

19. The optical disk of claim iS8 , wherein said data is 
recorded in units of recording, a\d said criteria control 
information indicating the criteria^to be used for detecting 
detect with regard to said each unitN^f recording is 
recorded in association with said each\init of recording. 

20. The optical disk of claim 18, wherein^^id information 
selects said criteria from a plurality of predetermined 
criteria. \ 
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